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and the remainder divided between the army, navy, and marines. Events 
the Vietnam War expanded, U S. force levels in Japan continued to decline 

Bv the mid'1%0s, the United States all but abandoned its effort to p n > 
mote la rire-M, ale Japanese re armament. Iv r-defense forces totaled 
around 2 ^ 0 , 0 'throughout the decade *n pc e of size, the Defense 
Departm* ! apan to n e the q alitv of its air and maritime 

forces ‘Os mill volved in- fticient defense force 

with little 4 * oil 11 \- 

The repau •numcation. ammunition an i forage and recre- 
ational facilities the L\S. military retained in |ap j- v <TJtical compo¬ 

nents ot Asian defense stiafegs These installation m ag with those in 
Okinawa, Guam South Korea Taiwan and the Fhilipp.nes, lor mod a 
coordinated network east of Hawaii. Bases on Okinawa were especially 
vital to the air w ir in Vietnam One million military transport and com¬ 
bat flights originated sn the Rvukvus between 1%5 and 1V73 KC 135 
ranker planes refueled B ^2 bombers tl\ mg from Guam to Indochina, and 
the B- r 2s sometimes flew directly trom the Rvukvus Unrestricted bv the 
I960 security treah American torses stored chemical and nuclear 
weapons on Okinawa Nearly three-fourths of the 4> • 'I'M ‘oris of sup 
plies required eac h month I'v American tr^op- »n «*»• j , oas^ec! 
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In December nj ♦hai year Admiral US Grant Sharp, commander or 
Pacific forces. h'dared that without Okinawa we enuidn t centime 
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Although the security treatv barred the I fnited Mai* ■> tuem mtmJucing 
(. leai weapons to Tapan without permission the secret protocol of bMi 
rented nui lear- aden planes and ^diips to 'transit" 4 cigHTFTe courttr\ 

»*ncan war plans and informal pi McV dunes followed ov local u>mnjiv 
t rs stretched this loophole even turtht'r. Air force transport planes sta- 
fit ‘Tied on Pacific island^ were assigned, m case of a war alert. r .o transpe^rt 


nuclear weapons to ITS. air bases in Japan without obtaining Tokyo's 
approval. The weapons would then be deployed against targets in North¬ 
east Asia 37 

While visiting Japan in the earlv 1^60s as a Rand Corporation analyst 
working on a Pentagon study, Daniel ElLsberg uncovered a more ser.ous 
\ inlation of the security treaty. The small marine air base at Iwakuni, on ihe 
Inland Sea, had a handful of planes assigned to attack some two dozen tar¬ 
gets in North Korea China, and the Soviet Union Du* marines arranged 
w th local navy officials to store nuclear bombs on an 1ST barge fthe San 
joaquin C ounty ) semi permanently moored a few hundred yards off- 
-here- It needed, the motorized barge would approach the beach and send 
itb bombs ashore on amphibious tractors directly to the marine airfield. 
Wither civilian nor military commanders in Washington seemed aware of 
this Na\ v records. Lllsberg discovered, listed tlu Dd as docked in Oki¬ 
nawa The arrangement was 'regarded as super-secret from the |apant*se’ 
,imi trom civilians in thu IVr'kignn 

n>e barge’s \ ulnerabii * «»»^jbotagi and the high f isk ot public disclo¬ 
sure ot its iargo prompr. o • • * to ntici/* th. i* ration is hare- 

I'T.uned hxposuri » J? u :hc lapaie- -e gca • • u» f oa 
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hcluAid n }'\»*n helm • ibis latest m. ;dent. he '.leudc.i c 
aid return to Harxaid during On emmer <d l v ^h< i )rv t i 
lvn -k and Johnson stymied ins effort 1 V< lining to aecept i 
ncr his reL|ui'st to resign, the* president and svi retail ol Mah 
[u \ and then called Reischauer back to Washington lor ^ 4 >nsuiUi 
Johnson inct with Reischautn for an nuur on lui\ 22 The L.in!>L 4 
hoped to speak about the damage America s China and Vietnam polan 
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Sato to send emissaries to neutral and Communist countries m Pur 
peace in Vietnam However, Harnman made clear, any settlement °* 
based on "Amenra's position of strength." Humphrey took a concifef 1 ** 
approach rging tne prune minister to 'take a more active role in So^ 
east Asian development' and promote a "greater Japanese presence^ 
participation m South Vietnam ' The v ice president suggested thaen^ 
Japanese might wish to provide full medical -voice* m r one or ^ 
provinces in Vietnam." Little came of these ideas mort 

The Japanese business community. concerned about American tr d 
retaliation, urged Sato to placate Washington I'arlv in l%h th»> prime ^ * 
ister issued public statements critical of China s nuclear program"^ 
recent ! l-bomh test He restricted government credit to Bering and 
a Chinese trade delegation iroin visiting Japan Foreign Minister Shiin 
announced that in light or the security treaty, Japan was not in a nc-utr* 
position Vi-a vis the United States and North Vietnam America fr. u K 
to "maintain the -ecunu ot She Far Last so Japan had an obligation to 
furnish racilitus and territories for ihis purpose ' 1 

i l 

China lost no time in alerting Japan to the risks it courted hv toilowin . 
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• - sh' vi‘t omething of a thrift to their toimwine dU/c/v* 1 eaders v J 
pubiicati-•n.-* a * trie 'viUj gy eminent or bring , .. wv-n.-puator uah 
not a passive auompikc to. the war Lhw in front of the I ; S embassy 
hfVJino so Met] Lien I by midi^ h that riot police Assumed a nearly pernu- 
4 presente Between 196Sand 1970. so me eighteen m.ilinn lapanes e 
\straled against the Vietnam War ’ ‘ 
mion surveys do* 1465 to 1968 found a sizeable 

itv of Japanese i ng Vietnam and expanding the 

rid war Respond* t a with the Viet Cong goal of top* 

iing *’ ^aigon regime a. at the height of American escalation, 

:wo-ti» is of Japanese polled favored adopting a more neutral foreign 
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.’to)ic*' Only ^0 percent wanted to continue the security treaty with the 
riited States after 1970 when it could be ended. (Support tor the alliance 
increased in 1969 when Nixon began removing troops from Vietnam.) 

Despite these trends, neither grassroots nor elite opposition to the war 
r-vt r threatened Sato s domination ot the I DP or the party's monopoly ot 
Ji power Dye anh-war movement failed to arouse the depth of passion that 
,| v anti security treaty movement had in 1960 Manv Japanese opposed thu 
ar but still voted for the LDP 

The structure ot Japanese politics and the I DP further mitigated the 
mpact ol the anh-war movement. Prime minister were chosen b y Diet 
-nembers, not voters. I DP faction leader 1 - tontrolled blocs of Diet members 
u the bargaining pmces^ that n^ulted in selection ot a party leader/prime 
ministfc'r Party barons and their followers ringed and broke alliances to 
control of cabinet posts, patronage, and rewards for constituents ana 
ampaign donors Whenever possiblt they avoided embracing popular 
causes or grappling with divisive issue:; fli^ \ T n.triam VWu was not s;> 
v vC rwhelming a concern among . oters a> to tcro- ti»e i.P( ? to take h ed of 
.mti-war :-entirnert or risk jesing ds f>h*t rna| »ntv 
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Jo IVSJ. over 200,000 American military personnel r> m.jined 
hase^ and installations in Japan These numbers shrank a. 
die next decade. By 1964 (excluding facilities arid personnel >? 
re000 military dependents, and the sailors of the Japan ba*-t 
Meet) the United States maintained in I a pan twel\ 
tacilities an<f 46.000 mililarv' nersonnel Half ot them were . 
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were doing throughout Asia. But Johnson delivered a harangue about 
anti-war senate s who undermined his policies. Dispirited, Reischauer left 
the Wb b ' nlured to ihe Senate where he shared his doubts 

with St ulbright md other members of the Foreign Rela¬ 
tions t e days later the state Department announced his 

resignat »e selection of career diplomat U Alexis Johnson as 

ambassadoi - jokyo. 44 ' 

The war dogged Reischauer's final da vs in Tokyo \t farewell recep¬ 
tions he attended, "groups of vociferous voting Americans and Japanese 
stood at the entrance to the buildings shouting protests against Amenca's 
Vietnam policies " At one event the protestors even included "an acquain¬ 
tance,” ITotessoi Howard Zinn of Boston University. Raschauer could 
"never forget him wildlv beating on a drum in an effort to spoil the party 
given in Harris honor/' 1,1 


Japan and the Economic Dimensions of the Vietnam War 

’ 7 i * > ‘ 4 ' ' ’ ’ • 'Ol-t* V -:np ' i •» T ipar 

, j : ! | . , . •, . • p t i . ^ . i J • . 

. I'A.y<ll -4 | al^. ‘ V .J 1C I ».*. i-H > • l * *- » Ml CU • iC <1 .l4il i ic iUlCU Ulllliji lUl ii i 

Japan and surrounding countries Military orders encouraged technologi- 
I cal transfer and innovation With American mdustiv producing at full 
i MTMoitv ever iecher teveis ol Japanese i found a p*\»inanent ni< he in 

A v . I irsumer market 1 he expenditure T bnlior or war related dot 

I - 4 hL, 4 5 *•'- *.,4 . ’'Kt’.nr i -» n 

* . M V | -\)l - | . | HI » * , l . • * • 

j j| t c itena in 4 alcularmg the wai ' .v.vininu nip a t . n pjn. jht 

Minis r\ «> t^r^nniopal lride and Industry had trie b»*st data, but -sued 
tv*, »> -analyses in order to dampen charges ot war nroti- 

•e-x Treasury officials used numbers c lose to toe mid- 
I ange estimates .»t the Japanese Fmaine Mni'-tn md private bank- V 
calculations came on top ol the s340 million base * lew! d l.b prtvuro 
mentis m lap ** I I’hev also accounted lor the tac r that exports to the 

i United Sla, % dhe.vo \ua weir or an upward curve when t v ala 

lion began. 

MITl data tor 1965 to 1 972 indicates that Japan earned at least $7 billioi 
n "extra" sales of goods and serv ices related to Vietnam. This included 
M .77 billion in direct procurement by U S forces in lapan. $2.83 billion in 
indirect procurement bv Vietnam and countries such as South Korea. Tai¬ 
wan. and the Philippines; and almost $2 billion in indirect procurement in 
terms of additional export* 4 “ »he United States made possible by the war 
lapan earned at least $1 per year and possibly as much as $1.5 bil¬ 

lion from the Vietnam Wa» ' 
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\U 11 Estimates of Japan's Earnings from Vietnam War, 1965-72 tin US. dollars at r 
to p of 7964 base of $340 million) 


1965 

1965 

1967 

1965 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

p.rect procurement * 


188 

251 

403 

323 

28 

285 

exports to U 5 

55 

24t> 

369 

438 

371 

256 

162 

idirec t procurement 
h\ Asian nations 77 

256 

3^2 

444 

517 

M )4 

400 

4i)0 

r ; wal5 S3 

44? 

S26 

L.064 

1,258 

1.098 

937 

847 


Virn officials minimized Vietnam s impact bv comparing war orders 
to total GKP They noted that Korean-era procurement totaled about Sj.8 


million in an economy onlv a sixth as large as that of Jan ' v etnam 

era. Procurement at the peak of the Korean War repie^. ^r- 

v ent of the value of all lapanese exports while durm Var 

be\' were about 12 percent of total exports. But howovt v rut- 

;vii' • U. | t » . . : 1 ’ 4 • f ^ • v *h 

, , ■ ’ y j > . ■ . . 1 ■ i > i hoots, 

_.*nlUt'ap, ai iu LtiiOc »tL » • »* < 1 *** - 


Japan (APA> expanded its purchases to cotton cloth, rubber, pc* 
tint nt j-heet iron motorcvclt*s. s\nthehc libers. transceivers. - 
nstant foodstuffs, electronic equipment. as well as -^at. h* 

TTesumablv intended is ^itts tor ids to pm nav it oust •'>' 

* t . ~ ' Ji , V, A t •< ‘ iH-Ri'ni - ->de#l t* x i i» t *i« 01 V 

.• -,n >vk] 

I >\ 1 V . I f < • . I J • ' • • I . .• * ■ 

Mthouca Japan*iniu^irv leti.uned fro n eilmg .v<*api*ns ot mum* 
*-ionc j.'ij* in Vietnam, petmi liermcal companies etqt>ved a orisk trjclt ri' 
r»rpi"».r«nr ' chemiivils list'd manufacture napalm. INLandothc cxplo- 
^vi>< Ip *he la f e !%lk these sales totaled between $130 and 1 non 
•'i ? vim? 1 lectTonr rnanutai turers -uidt ashonv. built #, »o weapons i wit sold 
da A PA guiilanc e svstervs us<'d in nditarv aircraft nassiles. and bombs 
MITl deleted manv ol thc^e '-ales from it*- pnxuromentcalculations, v I 
aig that »t l.uked . ctaded krr-w ledge about *he total v due or end 
material sold pnvateh to the L b militan.' 4 

Japan accrued another benefit from recreational iR&K) sp«•» 
Americans Bctwetm 19f>h and 1%9. about 50.0fK> mihtarv perw. 
turned in Southeast Asia visited Japan annuallv Hotels and ti ^ 
bid tor contracts to serve the troops brought in on air chartt i 
stays Hotels provided a billet, loaned tht soldiers civilian 
arranged for their entertainment, somewhat as had been doi 
early Occupation Each servicemen spent about S100 per da. larivng 
Japan a minimum of S2.5 million a year 44 
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